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YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

WEATHER:       Heavy  precipitation;  rain,  snow,  cloudy;  heavy 
snows  higher  regions. 
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SPECIAL 

ACTIVITIES: 


INSPECTIONS: 


TRAINING: 


PUBLICITY: 

PLJNS: 
MAINTENANCE: 


Rogers  to  Bozeman,  Teton,  Glacier:  to  W.  Yell, 
meeting  with  Hamilton,  Wohlbrandt  &  Haynes  re 
Gallatin  road.  Joffe  to  Travel  Counselors  School, 
Helena,  and  with  Child  &  Povah  to  meeting  with  Cody 
Club  6  Chamber  of  Commerce  people  from  Wyo.  Mattson 
trips  to  Teton.  Absaroka  Cons.  Goran,  meeting, 
Cong.  D* Swart  presiding-  proposal  to  hunt  elk  in 
park  discussed.  C.  S.  exams.  Schools  closed;  8 
from  Mammoth  graduated  8th  grade,  Gardiner.  Collec- 
tion fees  started  25th.  Main  fishing  season  opened 
30th:  I.  Lake  to  open  June  15;  3  fish  limit  Lake  & 
part  Yell.  River. 


1-; 


r.  Cope,  F.  &  W.  Service  on  fish  studies;  Asst. 
Supt.  ^hitcraft,  Carlsbad,  in  for  surplus  bus; 
Forester  Barrows  in  for  Banger  Conf.  etc.  Teton, 
Glacier,  Dinosaur  representatives  in  for  Conf. 
Asst.  Reg.  Dir.  Lloyd  in  for  Conf.,  re  personnel, 
etc.  Beg.  Biologist  Col©  in  for  Absaroka  Cons, 
meeting.  Teton  men  in  re  combination  entrance  fees. 
Gordon  Cummings,  Engineer,  Denver,  in  re  engineering 
vacancy.  Julius  Martineks,,  Mt.  Rainier,  in.        2-3 

Protection  Division  Conference.  Lloyd  spoke  to 
majority  employees  on  personnel  promotion  policy. 
Film  on  clouds  &  weather.  Training  session  for 
entrance  personnel  on  permits  St.  cash  registers. 
Management  Improvement  Cor  mitt ee  &  Staff  Meetings. 
Weekly  News.  3 

Press  releases  on  Arnold  retirement  &  road  openings. 

250,000  broadsides  received;  412,500  on  hand. 

Fishing  publication.  Vandalism  article  in  Post.    3-4 


Master  Plan  sheets  being  reviewed. 


Snow; 


weather  unsettled.  Road  openings.  Rainfall 
causing  road  breakup;  Gallatin  section  bad.  More 
road  camps  opened. 
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CONSTRUCTION: 


COMPLAINTS: 


CONCESSIONERS: 


RELIGIOUS 

S17:  VICES » 

INTERPRETIVE 
SERVICES: 


MB5EUM  ACTIVI- 
TIES  &  EXHIBITS: 


RESEARCH  AND 
OBSERVATION; 

ii  ni— «w.—i  ■  Winn  m  ■— ■.— 

NATURAL  HISTORY 
ASSOCIATION: 
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TRAVEL: 

RANGER  SERVICE: 


Curb  building  ft  placing  prefabricated  walks. 
Replacing  trail  and  bridge  at  Dragon's  Mouth. 
Contractors  to  move  in  soon. 

Two  complaint  letters  re.  concessioner  working 
conditions. 

Haynes  openings.  Mrs.  Haynes  returned  from 
selecting  employees.  Photographer  arrived.  Mr. 
Haynes  talked  to  Boseman  Rotary  on  early  park 
holdups;  Rogers  attended.  Dr.  Lueck  in.  Haircut 
ft  some  fountain  rates  up.  I.  P.  Co.  openings. 
W.  M.  Nichols  in  for  visit;  John  Nicholses  in  for 
season.  Hamiltons  arrived;  opening  dates.  Pryor 
operations  taken  over  by  Hamilton;  were  operated 
by  Mrs,  Pryor  &  Miss  Trischman  44  years.  Service 
station  rates  include  |$  raise  on  gas.  Hamilton 
ft  Y.  P.  Co.  improvements. 
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Sunday  School;  discontinued  for  season. 
Youth  group  used  Chapel. 


Church . 


Talk  on  flora  to  Gardiner  High  School.  Films 
shown  to  Absaroka  Cons,  group,  cowiiunity,  school 
picnic  &  Episcopal  Church,  Livingston.  Geyserland 
film  loaned  out.  6 

Work  on  moose  exhibit.   ayside  exhibits  ft  two 
museums  opened.  Skins  of  bears  killed  being 
tanned  for  study  skin  collection.  Indian  knife 
found.  7 

Birds  observed.  Merganser  clocked  at  46  m.p.h. 
Buffalo  observations;  twin  calves.  Many  bears. 
Men  in  for  research  on  otter,  water  fowl  & 
limnology  of  Firehole  River.  Grouse  photographed.  7-& 

Mrs,  :uist  Clerk  ft  Ted  Roeder  on  renovation  of 
museum  maps.  "Yellowstone  Fishes"  received  for 
sale.  Book  placed  in  library.  Proof  for  "Story 
of  Old  Faithful  Geyser"  booklet  reviewed. 

42,809  visitors  in  11,014  cars;  45,394  in  13,815 

cars  last  May;  down  22.3$;  weather  ft  later  openings.  8 


Some  activities  listed. 


WILDLIFE:  BEARS:  1  damage,  1  injury,  3  dead  bears. 

catch  troublesome  bears. 

FISH:  Fish  plantings. 


Attempt  to 
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ELK: 

GEESE: 

RAHGE: 
FOREST  FIRE 


BUILDING  FIRE 
PRO  TACTION  i 


BLISTER  El 


FOREST  IK  SLOTS: 


TRAILS! 


ACCIDSMTS: 


LAitf  ENFGECEMSKT: 


VISITORS: 


M&RRIAGES: 


DEATIiS: 


PERSONNEL! 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


Elk  scattered  over  winter  range.  Montana  Fish 

&  Game  tagging  calves  at  Gallatin.  9 

V/yoming  Fish  &  Game  men  in  on  survey  of  goose 
nesting  places.  9 

Kittams'  observations  on  range  conditions  &  use,     9 

Cache  Supervisor  employed  May  4»  Fire  Fighting 
Plan  &  Guide  revision,  Overhead  Units  for  Large 
Fires,  equipment  placement  sheets ,  Step-Up  Plan 
mimeographed.  Equipment  sent  out.  Fire  training 
school ,  9 

Funds  for  extinguisher  fluid  &  repairs.  Ladders 

&  extinguishers  to  equip  trucks  for  building  fires.   9 

Crew  hired  to  start  work  after  first  of  Junej 
supplies  and  equipment,  10 

Insecticide  ordered  and  plans  for  spraying  spruce 
budworm.  10 

Trail  signs  sent  out  and  being  put  up.  Little 
trail  maintenance  due  weather.  Two  men  working 
Manmoth  district,  10 

Two  vehicle  accidents.  10 

One  case,  too  many  fish.  Lake  service  station 
break- in  investigated,  10 

Charles  Pratt,  AAA,  Wash.  D.  C,  Cong.  D'Ewart  of 

Montana  in  to  preside  over  Absaroka  meeting, 

James  Simon,  Disney  photographer  in.  10 

Huntley  Child  &  Betty  Oslundi  Charles  Moore  6 

Winona  Humphries  married.  U 

T.  Paul  Wilcox,  former  U.  S,  Commissioner; 

Brail  Furrer,  former  employee,  i-brris  Condie, 

father  of  Packer  Foreman  Condie,  died.  11 

Park  Ranger  Wm.  Briggle  transferred  to  Sequoia. 
Harold  Edwards  &  Thomas  Garry  transferred  in  to 
Asst.  Chief  Ranger  positions.  Harry  Reynolds 
returned  to  Sup.  Park  Ranger  from  Air  Force. 
Robert  M*rphy  indef.  appt.  Park  Ranger.  Park 
Ranger  Frank  Bunkle  and  Clerk  Alice  Murphy  re- 
signed. Seasonal  personnel  listed,  11-12 

N.F.F.E.  and  A.F.G.E.  meetings.  12 
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Report  1ml 
UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 
FFICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  '  ' 

June  9,  1953 

Memorandum 

To:      The  Director 

Proms    Superintendent,  Yellowstone  Kational  Park 

Subject:  Monthly  Report  for  May  1953 

Following  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone 
National  Park  during  the  month  of  May  1953* 

Weather  Conditions.  Above  normal  precipitation  prevailed 
with  2.78"  of  rainfall  recorded  at  the  Mammoth  weather  station,  as 
compared  with  a  ten-year  average  of  1.99"«  A  maximum  temperature  of 
73°  was  recorded  on  May  6  and  the  isininRJirt  temperature  of  16°  occurred 
on  May  12.  The  entire  month  was  characterized  by  mostly  cloudy  skies 
with  rain,  sleet,  and  snow  occurring  intermittently  throughout  the 
month.  Heavy  snows  fell  on  all  the  higher  regions  of  the  park  and 
caused  minor  delays  in  the  opening  of  the  roads  to  the  East  and 
South  Entrances  to  public  travel. 

Special  Activities.  Superintendent  Rogers  made  a  trip  to 
Bozeman  May  5  for  research  work  on  his  legislative  history  project 
and  attended  the  Bozeman  Rotary  meeting.,  at  which  Mr.  J.  E.  Haynes 
of  Haynes  Inc.  photographic  concession  in  the  park  presented  a 
talk  on  early  stagecoach  holdups  in  the  park.  He  made  further  trips 
to  the  Bozeman  library  on  May  19  and  26.  In  the  evening  of  May  12 
Superintendent  Rogers,  Assistant  Superintendent  Hamilton,  Park 
Engineer  Wohlbrandt  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Haynes  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
West  Yellowstone  Lions  Club  where  a  discussion  was  held  on  the 
improvement  of  the  Gallatin  Road,  a  section  of  which  is  inside  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  park.  Mr.  Rogers  made  a  trip  to  Grand  Teton 
National  Park  on  May  24  for  conference  with  Superintendent  Freeland 
and  on  the  29th  went  to  Glacier  national  Park  to  confer  with  Super- 
intendent Emraert  on  matters  affecting  both  areas,  retum5jig  on  the 
31st. 

Administrative  Assistant  Joffe  departed  May  3  for  Helena, 
Montana,  to  participate  in  the  Montana  Travel  Counselors  School 
sponsored  May  4  and  5  by  the  Advertising  Division  of  the  Montana 
State  Highway  Department,  returning  May  5-  He  made  a  trip  May  24 
with  Huntley  Child,  Vice-President  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company, 
and  Trev  Povah,  Vice-President  of  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.,  to  meet  the 
following  day  with  the  Cody  Club  and  representatives  of  the  Wyoming 
Chamber  of  CoEmierce  Secretaries  on  matters  affecting  the  park,  return- 
ing May  26. 
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Resident  Landscape  Architect  Matt son  made  trips  to  Teton 
as  follows:  May  13,  returning  15th;  May  20,  returning  22nd j  and 
Nay  27,  returning  29th, 

The  regular  spring  meeting  of  the  Absaroka  Conservation 
Committee  was  held  in  the  park  fey  17  with  Congressman  Wesley  A. 
D'Ewart  of  Montana  presiding.  Considerable  discussion  was  devoted 
to  the  proposal  of  regulated  hunting  within  the  park. 


The  Local  Civil  Service  Board  held  an  examination 
for  Clerk,  G3-1  to  4  with  two  competitors  and  one  May  13  for 
Accounting  and  Auditing  Clerk,  GS-4  and  Accountant  and  Auditor,  GS-5 
and  6  with  seven  participants. 

The  school  term  for  the  Mammoth  Grade  School  and  the 
Gardiner  Junior  High  and  High  School  closed  May  22.  The  Eighth 
Grade  and  High  School  graduation  exercises  were  held  at  Gardiner  the 
evening  of  Kay  19.  The  following  children  of  park  employees  residing 
at  Mammoth  were  among  the  Eighth  Grade  graduates:  Wilson  Condon, 
who  was  the  honor  student  and  valedictorian  of  the  class,  Roberta 
Garry,  Dixie  Rae  McMullin,  James  Abbie,  Donald  Freitag,  Carlton 
Grimm,  Edward  Kocher  and  William  Reed. 

The  collection  of  the  motor  vehicle  license  fee  was  begun 
this  year  on  May  25,  as  compared  to  May  29  in  1952  and  June  5  the 
previous  two  years. 

The  fishing  season  opened  on  Memorial  Day,  May  30,  as  usual 
for  most  of  the  park  waters.  However,  the  principal  changes  in  the 
fishing  regulations  this  year  provide  for  the  opening  of  Yellowstone 
Lake  June  15  as  against  May  30  in  former  years,  and  a  limit  of  three 
fish  in  the  Lake  and  in  the  Yellowstone  River  from  10  yards  above 
Fishing  Bridge  to  the  Upper  Falls  at  Canyon. 

Inspections.  Dr.  Oliver  B.  Cope,  Chief,  Rocky  Mountain 
Investigations,  Fish  and  ~  ildlife  Service,  Logan,  Utah,  arrived 
May  2  to  continue  fishery  investigations  work  in  the  Lake  vicinity 
during  the  summer. 

Thomas  E.  Vlhit craft,  Assistant  Superintendent,  Carlsbad 
Cavern  National  Park,  arrived  May  7  to  drive  back  a  surplus  bus  being 
transferred  to  that  area,  departing  May  9. 

Maynard  Barrows,  Forester,  Region  Two,  arrived  May  10  to 
attend  the  Protection  Division  Conference  and  confer  on  Yellowstone 
matters  and  departed  May  19. 

Douglas  McLaren  and  Meryl  Stitt,  Park  Rangers,  Grand  Teton, 
and  David  G.  Stimson,  Supervisory  Park  Ranger,  and  John  C.  Higgins, 
Park  Ranger,  Glacier,  arrived  May  11  and  George  M.  James,  Chief 
Ranger,  Dinosaur  National  Monument,  May  12  to  attend  Ranger  Conference. 
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James  V.  Lloyd,  Assistant  Regional  Director,  arrived  May  12 
to  participate  in  Hanger  Conference  and  speak  to  personnel  on  promo- 
tion policy  and  classification  and  confer  on  various  matters  affecting 
Yellowstone.  He  departed  Kay  14. 

James  S.  Cole,  Regional  Biologist,  arrived  May  15  to  attend 
the  Absaroka  Conservation  Committee  meeting  and  departed  on  the  17th. 

Chief  Ranger  Paul  Judge,  Chief  Clerk  Meal  Guse,  and 
District  Park  Ranger  Charles  Smith  of  Grand  Teton  were  in  the  park 
May  19  to  discuss  the  handling  of  combination  entrance  fees  for 
Teton  and  Yellowstone. 

C.  Gordon  Cummings,  Engineer,  Rational  Park  Service,  Denver, 
was  in  May  20  for  interview  in  connection  with  engineer  vacancy  in 
Yellowstone. 

Julius  km   Martinek,  Supervisory  Park  Ranger,  Mt.  Rainier 
National  Park,  in  May  27  with  Mrs.  Martinek  for  visit  on  return  from 
vacation  in  Middle  West. 

In-Service  Joining.  The  Protection  Division  Conference 
was  held  here  May  12  -  15  and  participated  in  by  Assistant  Regional 
Director  Lloyd  and  Forester  Barrows  of  Region  Two,  representatives 
from  Glacier,  Teton  and  Dinosaur,  as  well  as  by  a  number  of  officials 
and  all  permanent  rangers  of  Yellowstone.  Mr.  Lloyd  also  spoke  to  a 
large  gathering  of  practically  all  Rational  Park  Service  personnel 
here  May  13  on  the  promotion  policy. 

An  in-service  training  film  on  clouds  and  weather  was 
shown  in  the  Canteen  the  evening  of  May  13 • 

On  May  22  an  in-service  training  session  was  conducted  for 
all  entrance  station  personnel  on  permits  and  cash  registers. 

A  Management  Improvement  Committee  meeting  was  held  May  11 
and  a  Staff  Meeting  was  held  on  the  20th. 

The  Yellowstone  ieekly  News  was  issued  regularly  during  the 
month  to  keep  employees,  concessioners  and  others  currently  informed 
of  park  happenings. 

Publicity.  A  press  release  on  the  retirement  of  Everette  L. 
Arnold,  Supervisory  lark  Ranger,  was  sent  to  several  newspapers  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  park  on  May  1.  On  the  14th  a  press  release  on 
the  opening  of  the  East  and  South  Entrances  and  opening  dates  of  other 
roads  and  accommodations  was  sent  to  the  park's  mailing  list. 

A  total  of  250,000  Yellowstone  broadsides  for  1953  was 
received  in  three  shipments  May  4*  8  and  11,  and  412,500  Yellowstone 
broadsides  remained  on  hand  at  the  end  of  May. 
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On  May  19  a  shipment  of  publications  "Let's  Talk  About 
Fishing"  was  received  for  general  distribution, 

A  very  well  written  illustrated  article  on  vandalism 
entitled  "Tourists  <ho  Act  Like  Pigs"  by  Helena  Huntington  Smith 
appeared  in  the  May  30  issue  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  Mrs. 
Smith  visited  the  park  last  summer  and  on  several  previous  occasions 
and  obtained  first-hand  information  for  her  article. 

Flans,  Maps  and  Surveys.  4  number  of  Master  Plan  sheets 
have  been  received  in  the  park  for  final  review  and  are  now  being 
routed. 

Maintenance.  There  is  more  snow  here  now  than  at  this 
time  last  year  and  the  weather  continues  to  be  more  unsettled  than 
normal  for  the  end  of  May.  The  road  to  Old  Faithful  and  West 
Yellowstone  was  officially  opened  to  travel  May  1  and  that  from 
Morris  to  Canyon  and  Lake  May  15.  The  snowplows  reached  South  Gate 
May  14,  East  Gate  May  IS  and  from  Old  Faithful  to  West  Thumb  May  20 
and  these  roads  were  officially  opened  May  22.  The  plows  broke 
through  the  Dunraven  Pass  road,  from  Tower  Fall  to  Canyon,  May  27 
and  this  section  was  scheduled  to  open  May  30  but  due  to  new  snows 
travel  was  not  permitted  until  June  1.  Plows  are  working  on  the 
northeast  rait  ranee  Road  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  it  open  about  June  10, 

The  large  amount  of  rainfall  is  causing  more  than  usual 
road  breakup.  The  Gallatin  section  is  still  in  bad  shape.  Most  of 
the  roads  camps  were  open  by  the  end  of  the  month,  including  Madison, 
Tower  Fall,  East  Entrance,  Thumb,  Lake,  Northeast,  Canyon  and  Bear- 
tooth,  the  Mammoth  and  Gallatin  camps  having  opened  in  April. 

Construction.  The  construction  crew  at  Lake  has  started 
building  curbs  and  the  sidewalk  crew  is  placing  prefabricated  walks 
and  repairing  bituminous  walks  in  the  Upper  Geyser  Basin  area.  A 
crew  worked  most  of  the  month  replacing  the  trail  and  bridge  which 
was  washed  away  by  the  increased  activity  of  Dragon's  Mouth,  using 
heavier  masonry  and  a  log  bridge. 

Strong  Company  of  Springville,  Utah,  which  has  the  contract 
for  bituminous  surfacing  of  roads  and  parking  areas  at  Canyon,  and 
Cop  Construction  Company,  contractor  for  water  and  sewer  system  at 
Canyon,  of  Billings,  Montana,  expect  to  move  in  as  soon  as  weather 
and  snow  conditions  permit. 

Complaints.  Two  letters  of  complaint  were  handled  during 
the  month,  one  with  regard  to  the  working  conditions  and  wages  paid 
by  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.  and  one  on  working  conditions  of  Yellowstone 
Park  Company  employees. 
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Concessioners.  The  Haynes  Inc.  picture  shop  at  Mammoth 
opened  May  1,  at  Old  Faithful  May  14  and  at  Tower  Fall  May  23.  Mrs, 
J.  E.  Haynes  returned  May  3  from  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  she  had 
been  engaged  for  several  weeks  selecting  employees  for  Haynes  Inc. 
for  the  summer.  Bert  Brown,  photographer  for  Haynes  Inc.,  arrived 
May  10. 

On  May  5,  J.  B.  Haynes  presented  a  talk  to  the  Bozeman 
Rotary  on  early  stagecoach  holdups  in  the  park.  Superintendent 
Rogers  attended  this  meeting. 

Dr.  Alfred  M.  Lueek  of  the  Park  Hospital  was  in  the  park 
6  to  discuss  medical  matters  here. 

Approval  was  received  May  7  for  an  increase  in  haircut  rates 
from  $1.00  to  $1.25  and  on  several  fountain  items  for  the  Yellowstone 
Park  Company. 

The  cafeteria,  tourist  cabins  and  repair  garage  were  opened 
at  Old  Faithful  May  10  and  at  Fishing  Bridge  May  22.  The  Yellowstone 
Park  Company  offices  were  moved  from  Gardiner  to  Mammoth  May  14  and 
the  telegraph  office  opened  in  the  Mammoth  Hotel  and  teletype  machine 
moved  from  the  Government  fiscal  office  May  16. 

W.  M.  Nichols,  President,  Yellowstone  Park  Company ,  arrived 
May  16  for  a  visit,  returning  to  Helena  May  19.  John  Q.  Nichols, 
Vice-President  of  the  Company,  and  Mrs.  Nichols  arrived  May  20  for 
the  season. 

C.  A.  Hamilton,  President,  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.,  and  Mrs. 
Hamilton  arrived  May  1$.  The  Hamilton  Lower  Store  at  Old  Faithful 
was  opened  on  May  1,  the  date  motorists  were  permitted  to  travel  the 
road  from  Mammoth  to  West  Yellowstone  and  Old  Faithful.  Meals  and 
informal  sleeping  accommodations  were  provided  at  the  store  until 
May  10  when  the  tourist  cabins  and  cafeteria  at  Old  Faithful  were 
opened.  The  Hamilton's  Canyon  Store  and  Mammoth  Coffee  Shop  were 
opened  May  28  and  their  West  Thumb  Store  and  service  station  Kay  29. 

On  May  19  copy  was  received  of  a  telegram  from  Director 
Wtrth  to  H.  H.  Hoss,  Attorney  for  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.,  advising 
that  Pryor  Stores,  Inc.  contract  had.  been  terminated  as  of  January  5 
and  operations  taken  over  by  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.  which  company  has 
purchased  those  operations.  Mrs.  Anna  K.  Pryor  and  her  sister, 
KLizabeth  Trischman,  operated  as  Yellowstone  concessioners  for  a 
period  of  44  years.  In  1908  they  succeeded  Ole  A.  Anderson  and 
started  their  business  at  Mammoth  known  as  the  Park  Curio  Shop.  In 
the  early  1920' s  they  expanded  by  acquiring  the  general  stores  and 
service  stations  at  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  and  Canyon  from  Mr.  George 
Whittaker  and  later  built  the  cafeteria  and  general  store  in  the 
Mammoth  campground. 
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On  May  21  the  rate  schedule  for  the  Yellowstone  Park 
Service  Stations  was  approved  which  included  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  gasoline  for  Regular  from  32$  to  32j$  and  for  Ethyl  from 
34$  to  34|#  per  gallon, 

Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.  is  completing  its  dormitory  at  Old 
Faithful  and  installing  the  long  soda  fountain  to  the  upper  store 
at  Old  Faitliful  and  have  laid  new  plastic  floor  tiling  in  the  Fishing 
Bridge  Store.  The  addition  being  built  to  their  store  at  West  Thumb 
was  reviewed  on  the  ground  May  5  by  Resident  Landscape  Architect 
Matt son  with  Hamilton  officials  and  architects. 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Company  after  renovating  the  floor  of 
the  Lake  Lodge  is  painting  the  interior  walls  and  ceiling  except  for 
the  log  rafters  and  framework  a  robin  egg  blue  or  green  and  will  lay 
plastic  tile  on  the  store  and  lobby  floors.  The  porte-cochere  floor 
will  be  laid  in  concrete  rather  than  wood.  The  Company  is  also 
placing  a  lunch  counter  in  the  Old  Faithful  Lodge  building  dining 
room,  .'ork  on  the  improvement  of  their  docks  has  also  started.. 

Religious  Services  and  Chapel  Use.  The  regular  Sunday 
School  services  for  the  Mammoth  coinmunity  were  held  in  the  Yellow- 
stone National  Park  Chapel  each  Sunday  at  10s  30  a.m.  up  to  May  17. 
On  this  date  the  last  Sunday  School  service  was  held  and  this  type 
of  service  will  not  be  resumed  until  next  fall. 

Rev.  Lewis  Ortraayer  of  Livingston,  Montana,  conducted  an 
interdenominational  Protestant  service  on  May  3  at  7 5 30  p.m.  and 
Rev.  Arthur  K.  Seebart  conducted  a  similar  service  at  7* 30  p.m.  on 
the  evening  of  May  21.  The  Youth  Fellowship  organization  held 
meetings  in  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  Chapel  at  6:30  p.m.  on 
May  3  and  10. 

Interpretive  Services.  Park  Naturalist  Elmore  presented 
a  talk  on  the  flora  of  the  park  to  the  high  school  in  Gardiner  on 
the  14th  and  projected  the  picture  n did  Animal  Heaven"  to  the 
Absaroka  Conservation  Committee  group  at  BtOO  p.m.  on  the  evening  of 
the  16th. 

The  movie  "Geyserland"  was  loaned  to  the  Region  Three 
Office  on  the  11th  and  returned  to  the  park  near  the  close  of  the 
month.  Another  copy  of  this  movie  was  sent  to  Senior  Park  Naturalist 
Wayne  Replogle  at  Lawrence,  Kansas,  and  was  shown  on  the  22nd  to  the 
Lawrence  Kiwanis  group  with  110  persons  being  in  attendance.  Chief 
Park  Naturalist  Condon  ran  the  movie  "Geyserland"  and  a  movie  on 
clouds  to  an  audience  of  about  115  persons  in  the  canteen  on  the  eve- 
ning of  May  13.  The  motion  picture  "Wild  Animal  Heaven"  was  shown 
to  the  coriiminity  at  the  school  picnic  on  the  22nd  and  104  persons 
were  present.  This  same  picture  was  shown  by  Mr.  Condon  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church  in  Livingston  May  24  with 
about  100  persons  in  attendance. 
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Museum  Activities  and  isxhibits.  Park  Katuralist  Elmore 
spent  several  days  working  on  the  moose  exhibit  in  the  preparation 
of  casts  of  tracks  of  animals ,  exhibit  panel  trays  showing  the 
droppings  of  deer,  elk  and  moose  and  the  preparation  of  labels  for 
these.  The  old  beaver  exhibit  which  the  new  moose  exhibit  replaces 
was  dismantled  and  the  exhibit  materials  stored. 

The  wayside  exhibits  in  the  field  were  opened  as  follows: 
Firehole  exhibit  -  May  11,  Artist  Point  exhibit  -  May  11,  Morris 
foyer  exhibit  -  May  15,  Obsidian  Cliff  exhibit  -  May  26.  The  Mammoth 
museum  opened  May  1  and  the  Old  Faithful  museum  May  27  • 

A  large  black  bear  which  it  was  necessary  to  kiH  at 
Canyon  was  obtained  on  May  18.  This  animal  was  skinned  on  the  19th 
and  the  hide  sent  to  Lentfer  Brothers,  taxidermist,  in  Livingston, 
Montana,  for  tanning  and  addition  to  the  Yellowstone  Park  study  skin 
collection.  A  black  bear  cub  was  killed  by  a  tourist's  car  on  May  26 
near  the  Petrified  Tree  road.  This  cub  was  brought  to  Mammoth.  It 
was  skinned  out  and  it  too  lias  been  sent  to  Lentfers  for  tanning  and 
addition  to  the  study  skin  collection. 

Jay  Kittams,  small  son  of  Biologist  /alter  Kittams,  found 
a  beautiful  chalcedony  knif€  on  the  hill  behind  the  administration 
building  on  May  21 .  This  was  turned  in  to  the  museum  on  the  22nd 
and  has  been  accessioned  as  an  Indian  artifact. 

Research  and  Observation.  Park  Naturalist  .at son  reports 
seeing  a  starling  in  the  vicinity  of  his  house  on  the  19th,  and  other 
birds  of  interest  which  are  reported  by  him  are:  the  mourning  dove 
seen  on  the  7th  and  27th  in  the  vicinity  of  the  residences  below  the 
hiH.  The  pale  golden  finches  have  been  seen  and  the  sora  rail  has 
been  reported  by  Kent  tfatson  and  Wilson  Condon  on  the  small  glacial 
ponds  below  Mammoth. 

Mr.  KLmore  clocked  a  female  merganser  along  the  Firehole 
River  for  better  than  1/4  of  a  mile  at  a  speed  of  46  miles  per  hour 
as  she  flew  in  an  effortless  manner  up  stream. 

On  the  2nd  157  bison  were  counted  between  Mammoth  and  Soda 
Butte.  The  twin  calves  reported  by  Dave  Pier son  were  found  on  Slough 
Creek  and  photographed  in  movies  with  their  mother.  On  the  4th  a 
large  bull  buffalo  which  was  lying  near  the  road  in  the  Horseshoe  area 
was  disturbed,  got  up  and  crashed  head-on  into  a  telephone  pole.  The 
animal  appeared  to  be  at  least  partially  blind.  On  this  date  13 
calves  were  counted  with  small  bands  of  buffalo  in  the  Horseshoe  area. 

There  were  lots  of  black  bears  along  the  loop  road  by  the 
month's  close,  A  total  of  28  different  animals  have  been  seen  on 
trips  around  the  loop. 

Mr.  P.obert  Cotner  was  in  the  Chief  Park  Naturalist's 
office  during  the  month  to  discuss  the  proposed  research  on  otter. 
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Kr.  James  Caslick  was  in  the  office  on  the  26th  and  went  over  the 
water  fowl  research  study  which  he  is  going  to  conduct  on  the  Yellow- 
stone River  between  Lake  and  Cannon. 

Jfoviear  and  stills  were  made  of  drumming  Richardson's  grouse 
in  Mammoth  on  the  13th.  On  the  17th  this  same  species  of  bird  was 
watched  for  some  time  in  their  drumming  activities  and  photographed 
on  the  Dunraven  Pass  road.  There  were  several  birds  in  this  vicinity. 

.  Kenneth  Araitage,  who  has  been  operating  under  a 
collaboratorship  appointment  with  the  Kational  Park  Service  and  con- 
ducting a  research  study  on  the  limnology  of  the  Firehole  River 
returned  to  the  park  on  May  2  and  has  been  conducting  his  research 
out  of  Old  Faithful  since  that  date. 

Natu^raGL  Hi^torx  Association.  Mrs.  Alice  Quist  was  employed 
54  hours  during  the  month  by  the  Association.  Mr.  Ted  Roeder  was 
employed  throughout  the  month  up  to  and  through  the  26th  on  museum 
preparatory  work.  Mr.  Boeder  devoted  virtually  all  of  his  time  to 
the  renovation  of  the  relief  maps  in  the  various  park  museums. 

The  4*500  copies  of  "Yellowstone  Fishes"  which  the  Associa- 
tion has  had  printed  by  the  Livingston  Enterprise  i*rere  received  here 
during  the  month  and  the  cost  to  the  Association  for  the  printing  of 
this  revised  edition  was  $1,511>  delivered  at  Mammoth. 

A  book  entitled  "A  Trip  Through  Yellowstone  Park"  was  sent 
to  the  Association  for  review, bj  Mr.  Max  Winkler.  It  was  determined 
that  this  was  not  a  desirable  sales  item  but  it  was  placed  in  the 
Yellowstone  Park  library.  The  book  is  a  musical  treatment  of  a  trip 
to  Yellowstone. 

The  galley  proof  for  "The  Story  of  Old  Faithful  Geyser" 
was  received,  from  Edwards  Brothers  printers  during  the  month.  This 
was  reviewed  and  corrected  and  sent  back  to  the  printer  on  ¥&y  19. 
It  is  anticipated  that  this  publication  win  be  on  hand  early  in 
June  for  sale  at  museum  information  desks. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  A  total  of  42,809  visitors 
entered  the  park  during  the  month  in  11,014  vehicles  as  compared  with 
45,394  people  in  13,&L5  vehicles  last  year,  a  decrease  of  22.3,-. 
This  decrease  is  probably  attributed  to  the  abnormally  poor  weather 
conditions  this  month  and  the  opening  of  roads  at  slightly  later 
dates  this  year.  All  park  approach  roads  were  open  to  public  travel 
with  the  exception  of  the  Red  Lodge-Cooke  road  by  the  end  of  the  month, 

Ranger  Service.  In-service  training  preparatory  to  the 
travel  season,  the  beginning  of  the  collecting  of  entrance  fees, 
moving  to  sunmer  assignments,  preparing  quarters  and  stations  for 
summer  operation,  patroling  and  assistance  for  visitors  have  required 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  of  the  Protection  Division.  Revision 

a 

Yellowstone  Park,  Wyoming 


■ 
- 


: 


■ 


. 


; 

■j 


. 


• 


, 


« 


. 


■ 


i 


1 


• 


' 


;  - 


of  the  ranger  manuals  has  been  completed.  Assistance  was  given  in 
fish  planting  operations. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.  BEASS»  Reports  were 
received  on  one  bear  damage,  one  bear  injury  and  three  dead  bears 
during  the  month  of  May.  Traps  were  set  at  Lake  and  !&mmoth  in  an 
attest  to  catch  bears  which  are  potential  problems. 

FISH.  Fish  plants  were  rmde  in  the  Madison,  Firehole  and 
Gibbon  River 3  during  the  month. 

WLK.  Elk  arc  rather  widely  distributed  over  r;iost  of  their 
winter  range.  Largest  concentrations  seem  to  be  on  the  Intermediate 
..inter  Range.  Biologists  of  the  Montana  Fish,  and  Game  Department  are 
again  tagging  elk  calves  in  the  Gallatin  drainage  but  are  doing  no 
tagging  in  the  Yellowstone  drainage. 

GEESE.  Robert  L.  Patterson,  Associate  Biologist  for  the 
Wyoming  Fish  and  Game  Department,  and  Mr.  Ballou  arrived  May  17  to 
conduct  a  survey  of  goose  nesting  places  in  the  park. 

RANGE.  According  to  observations  of  Biologist  Eittams  the 
only  snow  remaining  on  the  northern  winter  ranges  is  in  drifts  at 
high  elevations,  Grass  made  good  growth  at  low  elevations  during  the 
first  week  of  My;  since  then  low  temperatures  have  apparently  lijnited 
growth  over  the  entire  range  even  though  soil  moisture  has  been  very 
adequate  during  the  last  half  of  l^ay.  Estimates  of  over-winter 
utilization  in  the  Yellowstone  and  Gallatin  drainages  have  been  com- 
pleted. Some  portions  of  critical  Lower  Yellowstone  Range  received 
only  light  to  moderate  utilization  last  winter;  however,  utilization 
of  critical  range  at  higher  elevations  was  generally  heavy.  In  the 
Gallatin  drainage  utilization  was  heavy  on  critical  range,  as  in  past 
years,  in  spite  of  the  mild  winter.  Nearly  all  available  grass, 
horsebrush  and  rabbitbrush  has  been  consumed  and  sagebrush  was  probably 
browsed  more  than  in  recent  winters.  Elk  were  seeking  green  grass  on 
critical  Gallatin  range  near  the  river  as  late  as  May  25. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  The  Fire  Cache  Supervisor  was 
employed  on  fey  4.  He  has  been  painting  and  doing  raaintenance  work 
on  the  fire  trucks  as  well  as  making  up  new  outfits  for  the  various 
fire  caches  in  the  park. 

Revisions  were  mimeographed  for  the  Fire  Fighting  Plan  and 
Guide.  Overhead  Units  for  Large  Fires,  equipment  placement  sheets 
and  the  Step-Up  plan  for  1953  were  also  mimeographed  and  distributed. 

Fire  equipment  was  transported  to  the  West  Yellowstone  and 
Old  Faithful  districts. 

The  fire  training  school  for  permanent  employees  was  held 
on  May  13,  14  and  15  as  part  of  the  Protection  Division  Conference. 
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Building  Fire  Protection.  Funds  were  secured  from  the 
Region  Two  Office  for  purchase  of  extinguisher  fluid  and  repair  of 
hand  extinguishers.  Ladders  and  extinguishers  were  received  for 
equipping  the  remaining  forest  fire  trucks  in  order  that  they  will 
be  adequate  for  building  fire  suppression. 

Blister  Itust  Control .  A  crew  was  hired  and  arrangements 
made  for  the  first  men  to  go  to  work  on  June  2  and  the  rest  soon 
thereafter  with  operations  starting  early  in  June  at  Mammoth  and 
toward  the  middle  of  the  month  at  Camelian  Creek.  Supplies  and 
equipment  were  made  ready  in  preparation  for  the  coming  of  this  crew. 

Forest  Insects.  On  advice  from  the  Coeur  d'Alene  office 
of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,  2,500   gallons  of 
insecticide  was  ordered  through  the  U.  3.  Forest  Service  and  prelimi- 
nary work  done  toward  obtaining  services  of  an  aircraft  to  spray  the 
spruce  budworm  infested  area  at  Undine  Falls. 

Trails .  Some  of  the  trail  signs  that  were  manufactured 
here  this  winter  have  been  sent  out  to  the  districts  and  the  job  of 
putting  them  up  has  been  started  in  the  Mammoth,  Tower  Fall  and 
Lamar  districts.  Due  to  bad  weather  and  the  lateness  of  spring  this 
year,  very  little  trail  maintenance  work  has  been  attempted  so  far. 
Two  trail  men  have  been  assigned  to  the  Mammoth  district  and  have 
started  some  work  on  the  lower  trails. 

Accidents  and  Public  Safety.  Only  two  motor  vehicle  acci- 
dents were  reported  during  the  month,  both  being  GLass  "A"  accidents 
with  no  one  injured.  These  accidents  involved  visitors  to  the  park. 
Traveling  too  fast  under  the  prevailing  conditions  of  icy  and  snowy 
roads  was  the  predominate  factor  causing  these  accidents. 

Law  Enforcement.  Only  one  law  enforcement  case  was  tried 
before  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  involving  excessive  number  of  fish  in 
possession.  This  man  was  fined  $25. 

The  Service  Station  at  Lake  was  broken  into  on  the  night  of 
May  17-16  by  unknown  individuals  and  approximately  $135  was  stolen. 
This  incident  has  been  thoroughly  investigated  and  one  very  probable 
suspect  will  be  checked  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation. 

Special  Visitors.  Charles  Pratt,  American  Automobile 
\ssociation  representative,,  Washington,  D.  C,  in  May  6  with  Mrs. 
Pratt. 

Congressman  Wesley  A.  D'Bwart,  of  Montana,  arrived  May  16 
to  preside  at  the  Absaroka  Conservation  Committee  meeting  at  Maiimoth 
May  17. 

James  Simon,  photographer  for  Disney  Corporation  and 
formerly  with  the  Jackson  Hole  Wildlife  Park,  in  May  27  enroute  to 
Olympic  Peninsula  to  photograph  mountain  lions  for  Disney  movie*. 
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Marriages .  Huntley  Child,  Jr.,  Vice-President,  Yellowstone 
Park  Corapany7~^i^¥ett.y  Jane  Oslund,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
former  employee  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company,  were  married  at 
Northwood,  Iowa,  May  8. 

Charles  E.  Moore,  Project  Clerk  \\lth  the  National  Park 
Service,  and  winona  £.  Humphries,  Clerk  in  the  MaBmoth  Post  Office, 
were  married  in  Livingston,  Montana,  May  30. 

Deaths.  T.  Paul  Wilcox,  who  served  as  U.  S.  Commissioner 
in  Yellowstone  National  Park  from  1935  to  1952,  when  he  resigned  due 
to  illness,  died  in  Seattle,  Washington,  May  1  at  the  age  of  65. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  Seattle  May  5. 

Emil  Furrer,  65,  long-time  employee  with  the  National  Park 
Service  and  concessioners  in  Yellowstone  National  Park,  died  May  6 
in  the  Park  Hospital  in  Livingston.  Burial  ^•ras  in  Livingston  May  9. 

Morris  «?.  Condie,  88,  father  of  Packer  Foreman  Robert  . 
Condie,  died  at  Barren,  Aiseonsin,  May  6.  Bob  Condie  attended  his 
funeral  and  burial  was  at  Elrawood,  Wisconsin. 

Personnel .  I'illiam  J.  Briggle,  Park  Ranger,  GS-5,  departed 
May  1  and  entered  on  duty  May  3  in  a  similar  position  at  Sequoia- 
Kings  Canyon  National  Parks. 

Harold  0.  Edwards  entered  on  duty  May  1,  1  p,m»   as  Super- 
visory Park  Ranger  (Assistant  Chief  Park  Ranger),  GS-9  by  7>romotion 
(indefinite)  and  Change  of  Headquarters  from  Assistant  Chief  Ranger, 
Rocky  Mountain  National  Park. 

Harry  V.  Reynolds,  Jr.  entered  on  duty  May  3  as  Supervisory 
Park  Ranger,  GS-6  by  Change  to  Lower  Grade  and  Transfer  from  Depart- 
ment of  Air  Force. 

The  Promotion  (Indefinite)  and  Change  of  Headquarters  of 
Thomas  K.  Garry  from  Chief  danger,  Mamnoth  Cave  National  Park  to 
Supervisory  Park  Ranger  (Assistant  Chief  Park  Ranger).  G>~-9,  Yellow- 
stone, was  effective  May  8. 

Robert  J.  Murphy  received  an  Indefinite  Appointment  (in 
Lieu  of  Reinstatement)  as  Park  Ranger,  GS-5,  effective  May  8, 

Frank  H.  Dunkle,  Jr. ,  Park  Ranger,  GS-5,  resigned  at  the 
close  of  May  9  to  enter  in  private  business  in  Kalispell,  Montana. 

Mrs.  Alice  B.  Murphy,  Clerk  in  the  Personnel  Office, 
resigned  at  the  close  of  May  14. 

The  following  seasonal  personnel  were  entered  on  duty  by 
temporary  appointment  during  the  month:  Mrs.  Jessie  P.  welch  and 
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Mrs.  Marjorie  C.  Proper,  Clerk- Typists,  QS-3,  May  4,  Thomas  B.  Close 
and  John  S.  Voss,  Storekeepers  (General),  G5-3>  May  11;  George  J. 
Tracy,  Fire  Control  Aid  (Dispatcher),  IG3-5,  May  4j  Maudie  Lee 
Epperson,  Clerk-Stenographer,  G3-3,  May  IS;  Mrs.  Ruth  C.  Carlson, 
Clerk- Typist,  GS-3,  May  20;  Mrs.  Lillian  R.  Alleraan,  Statistical 
Clerk,  GS-3,  in  the  Protection  Division,  May  25  J  Glyndon  G.  Abbie, 
Messenger,  CPC-1,  May  28;  Theodore  3.  Roeder,  Park  Ranger  Naturalist, 
GS-4,  May  26;  and  Seasonal  Park  Rangers,  GS-4,  as  follows:  Alton  L. 
Shupe,  Robert  H.  Richins  and  Deane  M.  Shilts,  May  11;  Ramon  H. 
Mangelson,  May  18;  Wilaer  if.  walker  and  Demisio  G.  Lujan,  May  25; 
Jesse  Hf«  Fleming,  May  26;  and  James  W*  Caslick  and  David  W,  Hutchings, 
May  27.  Mrs.  Jessie  P.  Welch,  Clerk- Typist,  resigned  at  the  close  of 
May  29. 

Miscellaneous.  The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  Local  465, 
National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees  was  held  in  the  Canteen 
May  4.  This  was  to  be  the  last  meeting  until  next  fall. 

The  American  Federation  of  Government  Employees  held  its 
last  regular  monthly  meeting  for  the  season  in  the  Canteen  May  11. 


Edmund  B.  Rogers 
Superintendent 
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